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School trips that include Round

A Haringey inner city school sailing proj jec

the Island Race and the Fastnet?
t has its sights set well offshore

igel King has a whole raft
of projects and ideas which
are jostling for his attention
after recently departing the
role of the RYAs keelboat
manager, but one of those closest to his
heart is Greig City Academy’s initiative to
bring offshore racing to this progressive,
forward-looking inner city school.

The London borough of Haringey
has produced many remarkable track
and field athletes — Tony Jarrett, Dalton
Grant, Gary and Heather Oakes,

Marcus Adam, Micky McFarlane

and John Regis — who boast an
impressive assortment of Olympic,
world, European and Commonwealth
championship titles between them.

But Haringey and this area of London
does not produce offshore sailors...

Until now. Thanks to the foresight and
dedication of some remarkable teachers,
not only have over 250 youngsters (of the
1,000 pupils on roll) passed their RYA
Level 1 certificates, but the school has
acquired a fleet of five dinghies which
they have renovated themselves. They
dug a MacGregor 26 out of a farmer’s
field and completely restored it. And in
July last year they acquired a renowned
former Admiral’s Cupper, the Frers-
designed 45-footer Scaramouche, with a
view to taking their sailing programme
offshore, culminating — for the current
group - in competing in this year’s J.P.
Morgan Asset Management Round
the Island Race and next year’s Rolex
Fastnet Race. As far as they know this
would make them the first entry from an
inner city school to enter the Fastnet.

King explains that the school principal,

Paul Sutton, (who he has stayed in
touch with from when he was at school
in Walthamstow) has a strong interest
in outdoor education. After talking
to a group of teachers with similar
interests, the idea of introducing sailing
was hatched. The sport was suggested
as “a great way for the youngsters to
get them working as teams, as it gave
them life skills and got them right out
of their comfort zones,” says King.
“They learned at a local reservoir
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¢ He said he still can’t get his
head round the fact he lives in
Tottenham and gets to go sailing:
‘What could be better?’

and then, as the next challenge,
found this MacGregor 26, which
the kids rebuilt, and sailed it out of
Poole. They absolutely loved it”

Ultimately, the aim is to provide a
model to other schools as to how old
racing yachts can be used for a good
purpose rather than left rotting away
in marinas; those that are too big for
cruising but too old for serious racing.

And the next challenge for the Greig
City Academy? “The school has some
great governors who are happy and
supportive to give this a go. It is an
ethnically diverse area, a stone’s throw
from where I grew up, and it includes the
Broadwater Farm area and so on. Now
they have this Frers 45, a lot of people are
getting involved.” There’s even a rumour
that Lawrie Smith has been helping out
with sails and rigging, as well as advice
and inspiration. He's also agreed to go
sailing with the youngsters in March!

“I met the kids at Cowes when they
were there publicising what they do,
and it was fantastic,” continues King.
“Their enthusiasm was incredible. It was
great to hear one of them saying how
he still can’t get his head round the fact
he lives in Tottenham and gets to go
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includes sailing
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sailing. He said he just cannot imagine
anything better” With a bit of racing
now under their belts, the youngsters
recently made a presentation to the
Royal Yacht Squadron. Their enthusiasm
has encouraged some RYS members to
get on board and offer support. Their
endeavours have even led to a private
reception with HRH Duke of Edinburgh
King says: “1 gave them a few contacts
initially and then they have run with
them and moved forwards. It is really
about the youngsters, just really ensurin
they get every opportunity possible.
“But the bit that stands out for me
is that the teachers are really taking a
punt. There really are a million reasons
why they would not do this. It is scary
and different. But what they are doing
is planting a seed and then hopefully
we can all help take it forwards. The
reason I am still in touch with these
teachers 35 years on is because of what
they did for me. They were prepared
to step outside the classroom and take
risks and take you on trips. That gave
you an education outside of books.”
With their goals now set, the Greig
City Academy team have been busy
training. The GCA Sailing Club crew al
enjoyed a trip to North Sails in January
and North has subsequently donated
some new sails to the Scaramouche
project. With Tracy Edwards as their
Patron, and support from Land Rover
BAR, Sir Chay Blyth and Mike Golding
among others - this is truly an inspirir
school project if ever I heard of one.
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